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As the Parish Leadership Team & the Stewardship Team of Holy Faith Church, 
 

We believe that: 
· God loves all of us as we are, for “God is love” (1 John 4:16). 
· Out of that love, God has abundantly provided us with the material things of this 

world in order that we might steward them responsibly and share them generously 
with those in need. 

· God calls us to live in a way that offers a holy example of simplicity, responsibility 
and environmental awareness. 

· Our giving directly reflects our priorities in life. 
 

We commit to: 
· Sharing our gifts and acknowledging others’ gifts of time, talent, and treasure in our 

congregation. 
· An ongoing process of prayer and discernment about what kinds of ministry and 

what levels of generosity God might be calling us into. 
· Moving into a level of generosity that causes us to be spiritually transformed as indi-

viduals and as a congregation. 
· Prioritizing our giving—giving from the first fruits of our labors and not the last. 
· A joyful practice of sacrificial giving. 
· Becoming a financially self-sustaining church. 
 

We invite the members of Holy Faith Church to join us in these commitments so that 
together we can further our mission of:  Seeking God Together, Growing in Spirit and 
Love, Reaching Out to Our Neighbor and the World. 
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Sunday, November 13 is Invitation Sunday.  Sunday, November 13 is Invitation Sunday.    
We will be passing out Pledge Cards  

for you to fill out with your pledge for 2012. 
 

Pastor Ian and everyone on the Stewardship Team & the PLT are available to discuss 
any of the information presented in this brochure or the Sunday presentations.  

 

Your Stewardship Team:   
Susan Cummings, Cathy Sigler, John Hassett, Jeff Leonard, Pastor Ian Reed Twiss 

 

Your Parish Leadership Team: 
Kris Paggett, Rick Wales, Gillian Donovan, Milo White, Mary Barber, Cathy Sigler 

�� lease read and consider all the information we have pulled together and 
presented in this brochure.    We are excited about the direction our church is 
heading and all the great programs and ministries we are able to engage in 
together as a church.  There is a great energy at Holy Faith of which we are all 
a part, and a successful stewardship campaign is critical to our continued 
growth. 

Holy Faith is a community of faithful people, inspired to seek God together, grow in spirit and 
love, and reach out to our neighbor and the world.  In these pages you will gain a sense of all 
the ways we work to fulfill this mission.  And here, right up front, is some basic information you 
might want to know as you prayerfully consider your 2012 pledge: 
 

2011 was our first year of financial independence from mission support.  In anticipation of this, 
our 2011 budget planned to spend $10,000 from our reserves.  We still expect to have to spend 
that $10,000.   
 

Even as we focus our resources on our mission, we have exercised fiscal restraint, including a 
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budget!   
 

Going into 2012 we are continuing to hold spending down while delivering great worship, educa-
tion, and pastoral care, and providing a wealth of outreach help in Jesus' name to those strug-
gling and suffering around us.  That said, the building and staff that support this mission do incur 
rising or unpredictable expenses, including snow removal, health care, utilities, and building re-
pairs. 
 

Therefore, our goal for this year's stewardship campaign is to step fully into financial support of 
our mission by making up the gaps created by lost judicatory support and these rising expenses.  
In other words, our goal is to continue our programs of feeding and caring and teaching and 
praying without dipping into reserves this year.   
 

This will require an estimated pledging increase of  6%, or $10,000. 
 

In this economic climate, not everyone can grow their giving by 6%.  Some may even have to 
give less than last year.  But if we all do what we can, and those who are able can give a larger 
share, then with God's help we can keep this faith community thriving and strong. 

Financial Reserves 
$10,000 
6% Other 

$9,171 
5% 

Giving 
$147,700 
89% 

Can you help us fill this 
slice of the pie so we don't 

have to take out of our 
financial reserves? 
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E-Giving (or Electronic Giving) is available for your convenience.  It is a con-
sistent, secure way to make your pledge or donation to Holy Faith.  You may 
transfer your pledge amount directly from your checking account to the 
church’s bank account or designate an amount for E-Giving to bill your credit 
card.  Please pick up an informational brochure in the church foyer (located on 
the table by the mailboxes) and then go to our church website and click on 
“Stewardship and Giving” in the blue column on the left.  Then, at the top of 

the page, click on the E-Giving 
icon.  First-time users will need to create a 
username and password to access the site. 
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�� he Episcopal Church Office of Stewardship has developed a five-week series of readings, 
reflections and questions called “Feasting on Gratitude” to assist in discerning the practice of 
intentional and proportional giving to one’s faith community. 
 

Prepared by five Episcopalians from across the country, “Feasting on Gratitude” is designed to 
complement and support your stewardship explorations.  The contributing writers explore stew-
ardship, giving, gratitude and generosity in connection with the Gospel lection for each Sunday. 
 

Starting the week of October 9 and through the week of November 6 (All Saints Sunday), you 
will find a copy of the week’s reflection in your worship folder.  The reflections are based on the 
Sunday gospel readings from Matthew and include three questions you may want to ask your-
self or discuss with your family. If you miss a week, there will be extra copies on the shelf under 
the bulletin board, or you may find them online at our website under “Stewardship & Giving.” �
 

Stewardship Reflection Series 

��  creative team works with Pastor Ian to craft mean-
ingful encounters with God in our worship.  Joy, grief, 
love, and awe all find expression in our services.  We will continue to offer many of our past spe-
cial services, like the Blessing of Animals, the creative Advent Pageants, the fresh ways of tell-
ing our ancient story during Holy Week and Easter, and our home-grown musicians!  Here are 
some new plans for this year: 
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· Recovery and Healing Sunday . This Sunday 
in Lent will offer healing prayer for those who 
want it, and will highlight God's presence in re-
covery from addiction. 

· Contemplative Sunday .  Music and quiet, 
meditative prayer drawn from the "centering" 
tradition of the ancients will characterize this 
Sunday service. 

· Ongoing Contemplative Prayer  with Susan 
Bloye and Kris Paggett at 7:00 p.m. on the se-
cond Sunday of each month. 

· Blessing of Bikes  at our June Mass on the 
Grass. 

· Discoverers' Pentecost .  A Pentecost service 
designed and led by our teens. 
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�� ere at Holy Faith, our educational 
programs for all ages increase our 
knowledge of our tradition and help us to 
question and think and grow together.  
Here are the highlights for our 2011-2012 
program year: 
· Continuing teen formation  and Bible 

study for our Discoverers. 
· Original, once-a-month Lego lessons  

for all Sunday School kids. 
· A new "I Know My Bible" curricu-

lum  for our 3rd-6th graders. 
· A renovated meeting space  for our 

3rd-6th graders, complete with biblical 
maps and beanbag chairs! 

· A new Adult Formation Team  to 
complement Pastor Ian's offerings. 
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Consider Taking a Step Up in 2012 �

Suggestion for Beginning the Journey 
· Calculate your annual household income. 
· Write down your current annual pledge to the church. 
· Calculate the percent of income you are currently giving to 

the church. 
· Consider what gift (or percent of your income) would bring you joy. 
 

More Food for Thought 
· On an annual basis, how much does your household spend on 

_______________________?  (Insert something you consider to be a 
discretionary expense such as hobbies, entertainment, vacations, etc.) 

· What percent of your income do you spend on this item annually? 
· Compare this number with the percent given to the church. 
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�� here there is need, suffering, life transitions, or crisis, 
Holy Faith is there, providing spiritual, emotional, and personal 
care.  Counseling provided by our Pastor and Deacon, both 
caring and compassionate listeners, and help provided by our 
members include: 
· Communion visits and care  to the sick and infirm in the 

home or hospital. 
· Grief and Pre-marital counseling . 
· Guidance and presence for life transitions —baptisms, 

first-communions, weddings, deaths, etc. 
· Meals, household help, and necessities  for those in 

trouble or need. 
· New in 2011-2012 :  a re-landscaped Memorial Garden in 

which to pray and remember. 
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�� ur faith tradition encourages proportional giving 
(deciding on a percentage of income to pledge).  
This is a way of being intentional about generosity 
and not giving from "what's left over."  Such a spiritu-
al discipline challenges us to play a bigger, more 
honest game.  It also rewards us with a sense of 
joyfulness and purpose when we do.   
 

Our Bible (and both denominations) encourages a 
tithe—giving 10% of income.  However, you may 
want to start with less or expand beyond this bench-
mark depending on your financial situation and 
sense of calling.  Some start where they are and 
grow their giving by one or two percent per year until 
a tithe is reached.  So pray about it, listen for how 
God might be calling you, and make the decision 
that is right for you…with joy! 

Annual 
Income 

2% 4% 6% 8% 10% 12% 15% 

$30,000 $600 $1,200 $1,800 $2,400 $3,000 $3,600 $4,500 

$40,000 $800 $1,200 $2,400 $3,200 $4,000 $4,800 $6,000 

$50,000 $1,000 $2,000 $3,000 $4,000 $5,000 $6,000 $7,500 

$75,000 $1,500 $3,000 $4,500 $6,000 $7,500 $9,000 $11,250 

$100,000 $2,000 $4,000 $6,000 $8,000 $10,000 $12,000 $15,000 

$125,000 $2,500 $5,000 $7,500 $10,000 $12,500 $15,000 $18,750 

$150,000 $3,000 $6,000 $9,000 $12,000 $15,000 $18,180 $22,500 

$175,000 $3,500 $7,000 $10,500 $14,000 $17,500 $21,000 $26,250 

$15,000 $300 $600 $900 $1,200 $1,500 $1,800 $2,250 

We offer this chart to help guide your stewardship journey. 
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Capital Giving :  Do you have any money left over in a college fund, inheritance, or appreciated 
stock?  Lump sum giving to Holy Faith can carry tax advantages—and help us to continue trans-
forming lives spiritually and materially in our community. 
 

Estate Giving :  Your Last Will and Testament is a great way to continue helping the causes and 
charities that matter to you after you are gone.  Please consider including Holy Faith in the lega-
cy of generosity that you leave behind.   
 

The Extra Mile List :  In addition to your pledge this year, do you feel moved to help us buy 
some of the items on our list that will help keep our building and grounds fresh and inviting? 
· Memorial Garden plant or tree 
· New furniture for our foyer 
· New chairs for the Fellowship Hall 
· New appliances for the kitchen, a 

stove/oven and fridge. 
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�� e are proud of our strong, active commitment to building 
God's kingdom of equity and love in the community and the world.  
There is so much we do, from our special generosity to Saline Area 
Social Services (SASS) with holiday baskets and funds, to our 
preemie hats and quilts, to blood drives, CROP walks, and feeding 
ministries.  We can't print it all, but here are some highlights: 
· Appalachia Service Trip —transforming our teens with this 

powerful experience. 
· Camp Take Notice —meals, supplies, and funds for our home-

less friends. 
· Habitat for Humanity —a new renovation in Ypsilanti. 

· "et al" —providing support and welcome for LGBTQ people 
through hosting this group and being an open and affirming 
church community. 

· Ongoing Ministries —Seeds of Hope food garden, Angel Food Ministries, meal-serving at 
Delonis, Summerfest Fishing Contest, the list goes on! 
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Now announcing Mission Sunday :  every third Sunday of the month 
we will bring three containers of food for SASS, and your ministry or 
cause can raise money by working with Mary Barber to provide the 
Mission Café freewill-donation breakfast.  What a great way to experi-
ence breakfast-hour community and help a cause you care about.  Be 
in touch with Mary with your ideas. 

6 


